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CARDIFF NORTH 
COMMUNITY NEWS 

SAVE WHITCHURCH. SAVE CARDIFF. SAVE WALES. SAVE OUR PLANET. 
What can I do? 

You can make a difference by: 

• Sharing this booklet with family, friends and colleagues 

• Looking at the website https://savethenorthernmeadows.wales 

• Joining our Facebook page - keep up to date https://www.facebook.com/groups/savenorthernmeadows 

• Writing to your local councillor, MP and Senedd Member, and anybody else you can think of 

• Joining us for various community events, in a supportive and fun environment 

• Stand up and be counted 

• Email us at savethenorthernmeadows@gmail.com 
• Contribute to the crowdfunder https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stnm

Quote: Robert Swan OBE, Polar Explorer and Environmental Leader 

"The greatest threat to our planet is the belief 
that someone else will save it.” 

SAVING THE PLANET 
STARTS HERE! 

https://savethenorthernmeadows.wales
https://www.facebook.com/groups/savenorthernmeadows
mailto:savethenorthernmeadows@gmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stnm


PEOPLE OF SOUTH EAST WALES!! 
WE ARE AT CODE RED! 

“The environment will be at the heart of our decision-making. The climate change 
emergency has not gone away … the environment doesn’t just have a seat at the Cabinet 
table; it will be a consideration in all we do.”  (Welsh Government May 2021). 
Many places in Wales aren’t feeling the sincerity. Take the most prominent, current example in South East 
Wales - the government-driven new cancer centre. 
It’s a location not suitable for quality cancer care: 

• is opposed by 163 senior cancer clinicians because it’s in the wrong location to provide modern, world-
class cancer care (see back cover). It needs to be co-located with an acute hospital.  

• lacks the essential life-saving medical services routinely found in all new UK NHS cancer centres. 

And yet this building project: 

• is to be built on green fields in Whitchurch inside a protected ring of conservation, whilst the United 
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) warn we are facing CODE RED in a 
climate engulfed by crisis. 

• will increase the risk of flooding at a time when communities are already in peril. 

• is the loss of one of the last remaining wild green spaces from our city and community. 

• is financed by private investors who must be repaid by the next generation for decades to come. (Under 
the Welsh Government Mutual Investment Model - see page 11 for further details). 

This is exactly what the Welsh Government has approved 
It is not too late for the Welsh Government to listen to the people. A judicial review process is currently 
underway to challenge the current plans for the cancer centre.  

BUT despite this, contractors are on the brink of starting the destruction and forging ahead with the 
enabling works, which will involve: 

• Utter destruction and devastation of the meadows to create haul-roads, running from Whitchurch 
Hospital to the Asda end of the meadows. 

• The siting of various large compounds on the meadows. 

• The total destruction of Lady Cory Field - a field donated to the people of Whitchurch by Lady Cory in 
1939 - and surrounding area to use as another compound and site office.  

• Obliteration of the majority of the railway cutting and the top meadow which form part of the nature 
reserve, all with the approval of Cardiff Council (our supposed guardians for protecting these areas for 
future generations.) 

• Installation of utilities – gas, electric and water. 

• The cost of this was estimated at £26.9million before the rampant inflation recently seen within the 
construction industry. So how much will we now be asked to pay? 

• The enabling works must not begin whilst the judicial review process is underway. 
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NATURE LOOKS AFTER US. 
GOVERNMENTS MUST RETURN THE FAVOUR. 

If we look after nature, nature looks after us. Climate change is real and it is happening now.  

The weather has changed. We have experienced flash flooding in Whitchurch, wider Cardiff and South 
East Wales. The Northern Meadows are not just an open green space for us to visit and a vibrant habitat 
for our local wildlife. This high ground in Whitchurch soaks up the rain. The trees clean the air and create a 
safer place for all to live in. 

.  

Some people may never visit the meadows, but they still benefit from this natural space.  

Will our representatives honour their commitments made to us all?  
Jane Hutt, Deputy Minister and Chief Whip in response to the 2020 Future Generations report, stated: 

“Covid-19 has dramatically changed our lives and will have a lasting and profound effect 
on all of us, on our economy, on our public services and on our communities. We cannot 
go back to business as normal, and need to plan for a Wales, shaped by the virus, that is 
more prosperous, more equal and greener, rooted in our commitment to social-economic 
and environmental justice.” 

We call on the Welsh Government to do the right thing! 
Our message is clear - climate inaction is stealing our children’s future.  We no longer can pretend 
we don’t know what air pollution is doing to our children’s development, our community’s elderly 
and most vulnerable members and our environment. 

If we don’t stop building on green spaces in our city and beyond, and cut pollution; in the 
next decade the consequences are deadly. We all deserve better and need our Government to 
do more and do it faster. 

Delay is a death sentence for our communities and our planet. 

3

 
Parents at Coryton Primary School handed in a petition to Cardiff 
Council again asking for air pollution monitors to be installed outside 
the school, amid concerns of the increased air pollution the 
development of the Northern Meadows will bring. This has been 
ignored. They are now preparing an Open Letter. 

To add your signature to the open letter get in touch via email at 
corytonparentsresidents@gmail.com or sign at Lady Cory Field on 
the 4th Sept, 12.30pm. 

Alice, a parent at the school says: 

“My little boy will be attending Coryton School for the whole of the 
development. So instead of going to school next to a woodland and 

a meadow, he will now be going to school next to a building site. There are already so few big open 
spaces to play in. It would be a great loss to lose this one”.  

Remember Ella Kissi-Debrah. About Ella - The Ella Roberta Family Foundation 

 We can’t let this happen to our children and our communities.  

mailto:corytonparentsresidents@gmail.com
http://ellaroberta.org/about-ella/


FLOODING 
Welsh Government legislation demands, quite 
rightly that, all major projects must have a 
Drainage Strategy and Full Design to submit 
for approval at the planning stage. 

At the Northern Meadows this has been totally 
disregarded and hidden from the public by 
Welsh Government, Cardiff Council and the 
developer.  Multiple planning applications and 
amendments have been tactically timed to 
confuse and exhaust the community, with this 
collusive and misleading approach administered 
behind closed doors. 

Unbelievably, residents in the Forest Farm and Mellingriffith area of Whitchurch have suffered from 
horrendous flooding in recent years and say they have had no perceivable help or resolution, 
despite the claims from our local MS and MP. Residents live with rising anxiety…unable to move 
house, and with increasing insurance premiums, which could soon be impossible to obtain. 

In June and July, a group of local people 
staged photos at the Glamorganshire Canal 
and in the River Taff near Melingriffith, 
depicting flood victims drowning in promises 
and reaching for insurance policies whilst 
being ignored by politicians. 

Now the plans to destroy 23 acres of 
meadowland, a natural irreplaceable 
soakaway, will only make these residents 
more vulnerable. 

Devastating climate change has happened – 
Our Rainfall is increasing year by year. 

The Welsh Government and Cardiff Council 
have allowed uncontrolled development on 
an unprecedented scale – We are paying the 
price locally and globally. 

Did you know that according to the Climate 
Change City Index, Cardiff is ranked 6th in the 
world most at risk from rising sea levels and 
flooding?  

To destroy and build on the Meadows is 
dangerous and ill-conceived. The river, 
feeders and canal are already overflowing 
and the existing drainage systems unable to 
cope. 
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Read Jo’s Story on the following page.



JO’S STORY 
Jo’s Location  
“I live in one of the old cottages on Forest Farm Road and have lived here for 18 years.  I know the river 
well and walk my dogs daily along its banks.  

On the 15th February I had been walking in the rain and noted the height of the 
river, and in particular the overflowing of the canal and the feeder that runs 
through the nature reserve. The road was also flooding due to the amount of 
surface water and the inadequate drainage along the roads. This was becoming 
an increasingly common event. 

The Fateful Morning 
On the 16th February 2020 I was woken at 6.45am by a phone call from my 
neighbour.  The line was very poor but I could just make out him informing me that 
Forest Farm was flooding. He himself was at Gelynis Farm, trying to rescue his 
small group of sheep, stranded on a tiny shrinking island in the fields there.  

I leapt out of bed and found that my garden was entirely submerged and a trickle 
of water was beginning to seep under my front door. I began to worry. What 
should I do? I tried to lift some objects from the floor, but was afraid that I may be 
electrocuted.  

Suddenly, with a loud bang the electricity went off and I was plunged into darkness. I had no mobile signal 
and was therefore out of contact with anyone.  If I left the house would the river sweep me away?  

I made the decision to get out, but when I went to open the door, it was completely jammed by the pressure 
of the water; I was trapped, the water level in the house was rising fast and panic began to overtake me. 

In the end I left the house via a small kitchen window, carrying my dog, and had 
to wade out of the garden, through freezing, dirty water a metre high . As I 
waded out I wondered where I would go when I finally reached dry land. 

The Aftermath 
When the waters subsided, I returned to find everything downstairs lost and 
covered in a thick glutinous, foul smelling mud. Most of my collection of books 
and photos were destroyed.   

For almost a month my children and I lived in the house, which was without 
electricity downstairs, whilst the Insurance company quibbled over liability. 
Once they had finally agreed, we moved out for nine months until the house 
was renovated.  

I am convinced that it would have required very little extra pressure of water 
from the feeder and the canal to have entirely flooded all the houses in this 

area, including the new estate Longwood Park, which has been built a little higher than our own old 
cottages. 

I was also informed, the day after the flood, by the Manager of Asda that the store room there had flooded, 
despite its height above the river, due to the amount of land covered in tarmac and 
concrete surrounding it. 

The Ongoing Nightmare 
The Northern Meadows are crucial to the natural absorbency of the land. They 
are a giant sponge that protects both Forest Farm and the Hollybush/ Coryton 
areas. No subterranean water storage chamber can replace the vital role they 
play in keeping us safe. It is ridiculous to even think so. 

Over this last year, I have also had constant problems with my drains and sewers, 
with regular overflowing of sewage into my garden. I believe that this issue is also 
linked to the high and serious risk of flooding in this area. 

The flood has left its scars on me and with the high number of flood alerts already 
this year, we feel vulnerable; just waiting for the inevitable to happen again. It has 
not been easy trying to sleep at night with the roar of the river in our ears” 
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Lady Cory Field for site vehicle use,
a measure to tax the Victorian drains
weakened from previous developments.

Real and present danger to young brains,
hearts and lungs at Coryton nursery,
infant and primary school due to
heavy construction vehicles passing
very close at least every 1.5 minutes.

Increased congestion at junction 32,
clogging main road arteries for all
through-tra"c

Roadworks for at least ten years!
And add a further #ve years if proposed
housing construction follows in
adjoining NHS sites (see below).

Loss of essential, health-supporting,
green open spaces due to intensive
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surrounding NHS lands.

Additional construction pollution
and congestion for Velindre Rd,
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Ty Coryton Special School children at
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habitat loss.

23 acres of Meadowland wiped out
adjoining a nature reserve! Essential,
health-supporting, green space lost to
those in nearby gardenless !ats.
Hundreds of trees gone.
Numerous creatures habitats destroyed.

More than 25 years of added dust, noise
and pollution ahead from hundreds of
cars and HGV’s using the new facility.
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1 SSSI, 3 SINCS AND A 
HYPOCRITICAL COUNCIL 

The planned development is adjoining to, and in places encroaches upon, the Forest Farm 
Country Park which includes the Glamorganshire Canal & Longwood Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI).  All SSSIs are considered to be of national importance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SINCS are Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation.  The location of the cancer centre is 
the Whitchurch Green Fields SINC (known locally as the Northern Meadows).  The access and 
enabling works will impact the Coryton Heronry Wood SINC and the Nature Reserve. 

We are living in times of biodiversity emergency and the development will have significant 
detrimental effects on these special places. 

Within Cardiff Council’s own Local Development Plan 2006-2026 : Section 5.109, it states: 

“The network of SSSIs / SACs / SPAs and Ramsar Sites alone is not sufficient to maintain 
the biodiversity of Cardiff. It is therefore important to identify other locally designated 
wildlife sites such as Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINCs) and Local Nature 
Reserves (LNRs).” 

Yet Cardiff Council enables this destruction and devastation to take place. 

Whilst this site is considered important for nature conservation, and is designated as such, 
it clearly is not sufficiently important to escape the ravages of planners and developers. 
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LIONEL’S STORY 
My name is Lionel Jacobson, I am a retired GP and I live in Canton. I have become much more 
involved in ‘Green Campaigning’ since I retired, and as such I have become increasingly aware of 
the Northern Meadows in Whitchurch and the ridiculous plans to build a new Velindre Cancer 
Centre there. 

I oppose this development on environmental grounds such as flooding, loss of green spaces and 
the consequent increased risks to the health and wellbeing of thousands of people. However, here 
I am going to focus on the medical reasons for opposing the build. 

What are the doctors saying? 

I write this on behalf of 163 doctors who all signed a letter to Health Minister Vaughan Gething in 
January 2021 condemning the development on the Northern Meadows site on purely clinical 
grounds. It was ignored. In May 2021 it was reissued and was again ignored. 

These clinicians come from 32 different clinical specialities and all share the experience of dealing 
with cancer patients, so their voices should be treated with huge respect. 

I had the honour of representing the 163 at a demonstration at the Senedd Building where I 
outlined the reasons for this opposition by comparing the proposed new cancer centre with the 
superior Clatterbridge Cancer Centre in Liverpool (see the back cover of this leaflet for the 
comparison.)  

My presentation there, showed that having a cancer centre on a separate site, away from an 
attached hospital results in a huge loss of services; with no surgery, no high dependency unit, and 
no intensive care unit immediately accessible.  

All of these services are available at the University Hospital of Wales (UHW) some 3.5 miles away. 
Other fellow speakers at the Senedd revealed that ambulance transfers between the existing 
Velindre site to UHW is already problematic, frequently unsafe and involve lengthy delays.  

In essence the view of all 163 doctors is that the proposed new cancer centre is: 

• On the wrong site 

• Utilises the wrong clinical model 

• Poses dangers for patients. 

• Is not the future of cancer care 

The 163 doctors all agree that co-location with an acute hospital with access to other medical 
services, diagnostic equipment, and to the full medical expertise of other colleagues represents 
the future standard for cancer care.  

Surely these 163 clinicians have a credible viewpoint that must be at least considered by those in 
power at the Senedd. Only the Welsh Government can reverse this appalling decision to go 
ahead with an expensive, poorly considered, ill-placed new cancer centre.  

Please write to the Welsh Government to implore our decision makers to once again reconsider 
this ill-fated plan. 
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MYTH BUSTERS 
Three misleading and dangerous myths about 

future cancer services in South East Wales 

10

MYTH 1 - “The planned ‘stand-alone’ cancer facility will be ranked as a World-Class 
Centre of Excellence.” (repeated on 17th June 2021) 

BUSTED:- 
• Even Welsh Government admitted (March 19th 2021) that the approval only promises ‘many’ 

not ‘all’ the benefits of a top cancer service. The University Hospital of Wales and satellite 
centres are proposed to fill the many gaps. Even the Welsh Government calls it  a 
‘reasonable way forward’. This is emphatically not a ‘World-Class’ service. 

MYTH 2 - “The Welsh Government’s decision for a new centre on the Northern Meadows 
site successfully addresses the pressures on services now.” 

BUSTED:- 
• We’ll be waiting for years before staff and patients have better space. Entry to the new 

facility’s not due before Autumn 2025 but the project has gone substantially over-budget and 
over-time already. With access & building perils still to come, this completion date is wholly 
unrealistic.  • The Northern Meadows site is a developer’s nightmare. It’s been advertised to potential 
contractors as ‘a difficult topography’. It is unlikely to be a straightforward build and delays will 
be inevitable.

Myth 3 - “The rebuilding schedule for a new University Hospital Wales rules out a new 
cancer centre being situated there for 15-20 years.” 

BUSTED:- 
• Planning for the new UHW has been going on for three years already. A preliminary business 

case went to Government in March 2021, for building from 2025 with entry in 2028.  

• A fraction of the money earmarked for preparing the Northern Meadows could expand and/or 
improve the present Velindre Centre dramatically right now. The remaining millions could 
speed up a genuine World-Class Centre of Excellence at the new UHW. 

MISSING ANSWERS 
Opportunities to relieve pressures have been missed. The Grange site in Whitchurch was bought 
by Velindre NHS Trust in 2014 for nearly £6million and the Abergavenny Satellite Centre was 
given the go ahead in 2017. 
Why are they not built? 
What have Transforming Cancer Services been doing during the past 10 years? 
What is Velindre NHS Trust doing with the Grange site?



DECADES OF DEBT 
How many decades will we and future generations be paying for an outdated cancer centre? 

The planned development is to be funded by the Mutual Investment Model (MIM). MIM is a new type of 
private finance initiative (PFI) designed by the Welsh Government to finance major capital projects. 

The Government, instead of taking out a low interest loan or using its capital budget to build the new 
Velindre Cancer Centre, is entering into a contract with a consortium of banks, builders and service 
contractors. This consortium (under MIM it includes the Government) raises money to build and maintain 
the centre, and charges an annual fee to the customer (Welsh Government or Velindre Trust) to cover 
construction, management, maintenance and financing of the project. After 25 years, the centre is 
transferred to public ownership. 

What is the problem? 

Excessive costs. The annual fee has to cover additional items such as:  

• Higher interest rates 

• Additional professional fees for the consortium, including consultants, lawyers, and financial advisors 

• A profit margin for all the companies involved not just the constructor 

• A margin to cover financial risks 

• Over-estimate of maintenance costs 

• Monitoring and managing the contract and any litigation cost 

Lack of local control and handing a public asset to multinational corporations 

• Payment still has to be made even if the Centre is no longer needed in its current form. 

• Changes require a renegotiation of the contract and would be subject to additional costs 

• Maintenance and management of the site is undertaken by a private company, who will also be 
responsible for protecting biodiversity and managing flood risk.  

• Risk of corporate failure (such as Carillion in 2018) 

• The private partners in the consortium could sell-out to another company who may have a different 
agenda. 

Private companies have made huge profits on the back of these types of deals, with 
estimates that over 5 years, £1b of profits were going to PFI firms in the health service. 
MIM is unlikely to be any different. The MIM project that financed the dualling of the A465 
from Dowlais Top to Hirwaun was £590m in construction costs. However the Welsh 
Government (and therefore taxpayers) will pay £38m a year for 30 years, bringing the total 
to £1.14bn.   

The cost of the Velindre Cancer Centre is cited as £200m for the construction contract and £562m for the 
whole contract. This may well be an under-estimate. 

MIM is not the answer to the funding of public infrastructure. MIM allows for short term savings at the cost 
of ruinous long-term fees that leaves the national budget in a worse position overall. 

We demand to know why the cancer centre is not a priority for public investment 
and why we will be paying for a third rate solution until at least 2050? 
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21ST CENTURY CANCER CARE? 
ENGLAND V WALES 

We hope we have given you pause for thought, but if you are still on the fence, please consider this 
comparison chart. 

On the left is Clatterbridge, a new cancer hospital for Liverpool which opened in 2020. On the right is the 
approved new Velindre Cancer Centre costing at least £500 million using the MIM funding model. 
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The	Final	Word	

“Nobody	starting	from	scratch	these	days	would	plan	
a	single	speciality	hospital.”	

The	National	Clinical	Advisory	Team	(NCAT)	–	an	independent	clinical	
review	of	Clatterbridge	Cancer	Centre	2014	

Printed on 100% recycled and 100% recyclable paper.

So which do you want? 

If like us, you agree with 163 senior NHS Clinicians 
that the new Velindre is the 

wrong medical model on the wrong site 
and at too great a cost… 

Then Join Us!


